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On the Dignity of Man 

 "We have given to thee, Adam, no fixed seat, no form of thy very own, no gift peculiarly thine, that 
thou mayest feel as thine own, have as thine own, possess as thine own the seat, the  form, the 
gifts which thou thyself shalt desire. A limited nature in other creatures is confined within the laws 
written down by us. In conformity with thy free judgment, in whose hands I have placed thee, thou 
art confined by no bounds; and thou wilt fix limits of nature for thyself.  I have placed thee at the 
center of the world, that from there thou mayest more conveniently look around and see 
whatsoever is in the world.  Neither heavenly nor earthly, neither mortal nor immortal have we 
made thee.  Thou, like a judge appointed for being honorable, art the molder and maker of thyself; 
thou mayest sculpt thyself into whatever shape thou dost prefer.  Thou canst grow downward into 
the lower natures which are brutes.  Thou canst again grow upward from thy soul's reason into the 
higher natures which are divine.” 

 


